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News release

Data for Governance Alliance trainees urged to use new skills
to address Africa’s pressing challenges

A Data for Governance Alliance training for civil society organisations (CSOs) and African
Union (AU) member organs ended Friday with a challenge to use their new skills to
proactively address Africa’s pressing problems.

Bringing the week-long workshop in Cape Town, South Africa, to a close, Ric Amansure, head
of communications for the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, urged the 35
representatives of CSOs and AU organs to put their acquired skills in data analysis,
communications, and advocacy to use.

“The potential for enhanced collaboration, access to expertise, progress assessment, co-
creation of advocacy programs, and the implementation of joint monitoring and evaluation
offer the promise of a more impactful and collective approach to addressing the challenges
before us,” Amansure said.

The European Union-funded Data for Governance Alliance project aims to equip pan-
African CSOs with data-driven tools and knowledge to engage and collaborate effectively
with the AU’s African Governance Architecture and national governments to advance
governance, democracy, and human rights across the continent.

Lauding the project’s achievements, Amansure said, “The Data for Governance Alliance is
setting a course for a future where governance is more fransparent, democracy is more
vibrant, and human rights are vigorously protected throughout Africa.”

The workshop brought fogether pan-African CSOs and participants from four African Union
organs — the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), the Pan-African Parliament (PAP), the
Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACERWC), and the Economic, Social and
Cultural Council (ECOSOCC). Data for Governance Alliance partners and Charter Project
Africa representatives also attended.

Themed “Enhancing governance, democracy, and human rights in Africa: Empowering pan-
African civil society to effectively use data to enhance advocacy,” the workshop provided a
platform to discuss critical issues such as elections, unconstitutional changes of government,
African youth in politics, and child welfare. Highlights of the latest Afrobarometer survey
findings offered valuable insights on these issues and formed the basis for the discussions.

APRM representative Lennon Monyae noted the importance of participants’ advocacy
highlighting citizens’ experiences and priorities.

“African citizens, especially the youth, have started questioning the social contract between
the state and citizens because they are not seeing the dividends of democracy,” Monyae
said. "This is the reason why UCGs (unconstitutional changes of government) will continue to
appropriate public discontent as a justification for their unlawful actions.”
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Reflecting on advocacy lessons from the workshop, Chrissy Dube from Good Governance
Africa said, “You need to look into the people that you're targeting, and make sure that the
right stakeholders are involved, ask the right questions, and make sure that the advocacy
plan is airtight.”

The Data for Governance Alliance will convene in Accra in October, where it will host the
next stakeholders’ training before concluding this year’s round of workshops in Nairobi in
November.

About Data for Governance Alliance

The Data for Governance Alliance is a four-year project that promotes data-based
advocacy and engagement between pan-African civil society organisations (CSOs) and
African Union organs. The project is led by Afrobarometer with partners including the Center
for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), the Institute for Development Studies at the
University of Nairobi, the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, and Laws.Africa. The project
is funded by the European Union.

Media inquiries:

Asafika Mpako

Afrobarometer communications coordinator for Southern Africa
Email: ampako@afrobarometer.org

Telephone: +27 83 979 8299
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Let the people have a say

Afrobarometer (AB) is a trusted source of high-quality data and analysis on the experiences, attitudes, and
preferences of African citizens. With an unmatched frack record of 350,000+ interviews in 42 countries, representing
the views of 75% of the African population, AB is leading the charge to bridge the continent’s data gap. AB data
inform many global indices, such as the lbrahim Index of African Governance, Transparency International’s Global
Corruption Barometer, and the World Bank's Worldwide Governance Indicators. The data are also used for country
risk analyses and by credit rating and forecasting agencies such as the Economist Infelligence Unit. All AB data sets
are publicly available on the website and may be analysed free of charge using AB's online data analysis tool.

Ghana Center for
Democratic Development
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CDD-GHANA

The Ghana Center for Democratic Development (CDD-Ghana), based in Accra, Ghana, focuses on the promotion of
democracy, good governance, and economic openness in Ghana and Africa through investments in research and
advocacy, outreach, and strategic dialogues and engagements within and between government, private sector,
and other key actors. CDD-Ghana is also an AB core partner.

Website: hitps://cddgh.org/

The Institute for Development Studies (IDS), based at the University of Nairobi in Kenya, is a multi-disciplinary research
and training institute. Its focus is on promoting socio-economic and political development in East Africa through the
application of research findings to development policies and promoting dialogue across public, private, and non-
state actors. IDS is an AB core partner.

Website: https://ids.uonbi.ac.ke/university-nairobi.
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The Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (1JR), based in Cape Town, South Africa, is one of Africa’s leading
fransitional-justice organisations. Born out of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, IJR uses inclusive
and multi-stakeholder dialogue as a foundation to constructively engage on harmful legacies of the past. [JR is an

AB core partner. Website:

https://www.ir.org.za
LAWS.AFRICA

Laws.Africa, based in South Africa, focuses on addressing Africa’s deficiency on access to reliable legal material on
human rights, the environment, commerce and technology. Laws.Africa develops legal technology solutions, digitises
and publishes high-quality and accurate African government gazettes, updated legislation and case law to partners
and audiences in Africa and the world. Website: https://laws.africa/.
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